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TO THE 
RIGHT REVEREND 


FA TI HER ® GOD, 


HENRY, 


LORD Bisnoe of LONDON, 


One of the LORDS of His MAJESTIES 
PRIVY COUNCIL, &c. 


My LORD, 

Hen I lately received Tewr Lord- 
ſhips Command for Printing 
the Sermon 1 Preached at Tow 
lafi Solemne Ordination , - 1 

thought Tour Lordſhips Authority and Fudgment 

ought to Owver-nde my own inclinations ; at- 

though the Experience of a former Storm, on a 


like Occaſion, might juſtly make me unwilling to 
A 2 venture 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
venture abroad again , unleſs there were ſome 
Hopes of a Calmer Sedſon. But whatever the 
Iſſue be, I have the Satisfaftion of doing my 
Duty ; and I hope others will have ſo much, at 
leaft in Reading it, as to be convinced, how 
unjuſtly I have been, not long ſince, repreſent- 
ed to the World, as an Enemy to the very Be- 
ing of' Churches in general , and to the 
CI of this Church in particu- 

A'Calunny ſo groutdleſs and ridiculous, 
that the Authour of it doth not produce one 
couſiderable Argumcnt ( for I emxvy him not 
the rare Embelliſhments of his Style ) to prove 
the Church - a diſtin&t Society ; which I had 
not made uſe of to that Purpoſe in a Diſcourſe 
publiſhed above Twenty years ſince. 

But this muſt never be taken notice of, nor 
any of thoſe paſſages in my later Writings ; 
wherein I had fully aſſerted and vindicated the 
Churches Power in general, and the particu- 
lzr Conftitution of this Church , left the 
World ſbould h at the Folly and Malice 
of ſuch an unskilfull Maker of Cotmoverſies , 
who follows the Sc onely in two things , 


viz. a Barbarous Style, and a Rude Way of 
Diſputing with his Brethren. 


But 


The Epilile Dedicirory: 


But that is g ſmall thing with him, who in one 


Of the ſubjed+ 
of Church 


fingle Page of. his Book, charges no leſs than two rower, » 
of our Renowned Archbiſhops , Whutgift and *'* 


Bancroft, and the Learned Biſbop of. Win- 
cheſter, Bilſon , with Writing Inconfid-rate- 
ly; and that for a new ſort of Henrician Here- 
fe viz. deriving the Magiſtrates Power from 
Chriſt, 

If. this Perſon had not with great humility 
written himſelf the Vicar of Coſmus Blene, 
one might have thought, by theſe paſſages, he 
had fancied himſeif another kind of Vicar 
eſpecially , when he proceeds ſo like a Judgc 
of Controverſies, and after an imperious 
manner , ſummons me , by a kind of Citati- 
on, to anſwer to ſuch Queſtions as he ſhould 
demand of me ; but out of Reſpe to Tour 
Lordſbips Authority, and Furiſdiflion over. me, 
I declined giving any Anſwer to him. And. he 


hath fince Printed his Monitory Letter in the , 


Preface to his Book, 1 herefore left my ſulence 
on. this Occaſion, ſhould make others think, there 
were. ſome ground for ſuch a Publick, Accuſa- 
tion of me. I ſball, in few words, lay open be- 
fore. Tour Lordſhip , ( to whom I owe an. Ac- 
count of my Aftions) the Nature and Merits 
of. this Cauſe , .and the onely Foundation of all 
this Noiſe and Clamour , that Tour Lordſbip 


may 


may Fudge, how well I am treated by this Accu- 
fer of his Brethren. 

It happen'd , my Lord, that in my younger 
days ( about Twenty five years ſince ) I thought 
it neceſſary to inform my ſelf, as well as I could; 
in the ſtate of the Controverfie about Church 
Government, which had been managed with ſo 
much Heat among us, and was then like to be re- 
vived. And to that end I applied my ſelf to the 
Reading and Conſidering the Authours of great- 
eft efleem on borh fides ; and by diligent peru- 
fing of them, I thought them more happy , in 
overthrowing each others Hypotheſis, than in 
ſetting wp their own. And ſuppoſing no better 
Reaſons could be produced than I found in 
them, I from thence concluded, that the Form 
of Church Government was left at Liberty 
by any Law of Chriſt, and was therefore to be 
determined, as ſerved beſt to the great Ends of 
* Peace and Order , which were the plain and 
flanding Laws of the Chriſtian Church. 

To make this more clear, TI confidered the 
Nature and Force of Laws, what there was in 
the Chriſflian Society, which was taken from the 
Law of Nature, what from Divine Poſitive 
Laws ; whether the Places of Srriptme, or Te- 
ftimony of Antiquity, or Reformed Churches, did 
determine this Matter. All which being put 
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4 "SY 
together., I did adventure to publiſh at that- 
time, hoping by that means to bring over thoſe 
to-a Compliance with the Church of England 
( then like to be Re-eſtabliſhed ) who" flood off 
upon the Suppoſition , that Chriſt had appoint- 
ed a Presbyterian Government 70 be always 
rontinued in his Church ; and therefore they 
thought Prelacy was to be detefled, as an unlaw- 
full Uſurpation. In the very firſt Chapter of 
the Book I ſet my ſelf to Anſwer the Presby- 
terian Arguments, without mentioning their 


Books, in which they may be ſtill ſeen, and ſo et 


uite through I omitted nothing that was |; 


pleaded by them againſt Submiſſion 10 Epiſ-®* 
copal Government, And I dare challenge any 
Man to produce one Paſſage in the whole Book 
that tended to incourage Faftion or Schiſm , 
or Oppoſution to the Church of England ; bit 
on the contrary, I endeavour d to recommend 
the Epiſcopal Government, as having the Ad- 
vantage of all others, and coming neareſt to A- 
poftolical Praftice ; and 1 concluded all with the 
Propoſal of King Charles I. at the end of his 
fecond Paper at the Ik of Wight, as moſt 
highly juft and reaſonable, viz. The reducing E- 
< la and Presbytery toſuch a —_— 
portion'd Form of Superionity and - 
dination, as may beſt reſemble rhe —_ 


+ *DOL Tie. Tat 


lical and Priminve- times, fo far forth as 
the different condition of the rimes, and the 
fence of all conliderable circumſtances 
will admur. 


And now, my Lprd, Tou ſee my Crime ; and 
if in this laſt I erred, it was with a mofl Excel- 
lent. Prince, and a True Friend to the Church 
of England, whoſe Sufferings could never make 
him warp from what his Conſcience and Judg- 
ment direfled. 

I do not deny, my Lord, that I do now think 
much more is to be ſaid for the Apoſtolical In- 
ſtirurion of Epiſcopacy, than I at that time 
apprehended ( as will fully appear in the fol- 
lowing Sermon: ) But I confeſs, I yet ſee no 
Cauſe for ſuch Clamours againſt this Book, as 
though nothing could ſatisfie but a Recantati- 
on of 1t, as Publick as the Errour, Scandal 
and Offence given by it. Theſe are the 
Terms preſcribed me by the Lofty Superinten- 
dent of Coſmus Blenc ; but they are, in Truth, 
a Reflexion on all my Sapcriours in the Church, 
who, for ſo long a time, have been pleaſed to 
treat me with more Kindneſs, than ſo much as to 
mention / any ſuch thing to me, with reſpe# to 
that unlucky Book , as my Accuſer calls it. 
For they were ſo wiſe, to confider the Time when 
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and 
hey 
s. 
for ſuch an 


were Errours 
t there were ) 
hb? Which 
Aztone 


; 
8 
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tering the Words-which others-put into 
yet 'ſome Men love to. be - til-rubbing upon "ods 
old fore, and upbraiding ſuch a Man ery what 
he . hath Publickly D \ and with his very 
diſowning of it : Which hoks as if they were 
glad he Jad been in the Wrong, and were jawil- 
ling he ſbould be otherwiſe: Sothat, when'Men 
"are "eſolved 10 find Fault with others, no Recan- 
cation can doe them good ; but it is very hard ſo 
us now to be ainder a rigorous Dijpenſation 
whith makes every ſlip flip unpardonal Eſpe- | 
cially ; "when it is ſet up" by thoſe , who have | 
been ſuch” Offenders themſelves. For fome of 
theſe"are moſt apt to'be ſevere tomards others; 
as if it- were ſome. Atonement for their own' Miſ- 
carriages, to be always finding fault with their 
Brethren. And I hearti wild, my © Ememies 
have mobs preater"to 


pip 


. wa | ; | 
r=E 8 
hs 


Ian ag « win one low 


pretence 


_ +4 
- 
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\  pretence 16 an If: 
rend r all co 
ogg I 'e \ 
Propoſatt of 

_ the — mas where to Tate) 

Wh ove Hoow made ef to ill- purpoſes by 0- 

" thers, But thoſe who'\eonfider the Deſign and 

Tendency of them, and the Circumſtances of that 

" Time when they were made, will ſee no Cauſe 

* x0 paſs any ſevere Cenſure upon one, who h 

* figned;.to ſerve the Church of England 

| 3465 the \Diſlcnrers, walk Bn, ax 

\ and thought they would end in the ray 

Separation; and therefore never thenked me me 

for them. 


And now I hope Tour Lordſbips Goodneſs 
© ( of which I have had ſo large Experience ) 
” will excuſe all this Unpleaſant Diſcourſe ( as 
| uſually Apologies are) but fince my Accuſer thinks 
Poſterity will be concerned inhis Writings in 
this Caaſe (I dare ſay not tomake a Pattern 
© for Stykei autrcof. 1hent) 1 was gilling to ha 
this opportunity to tlear my + for once , 
 Towr Lordſbip- and the World. 
7 As to his Accuſation about Archbiſhop Cran- 
# mer's MSS. I think he hath heard enough of 
that already : and he owes me a Publick Re- 
cantation upon his own Terms, for charging me, 
with 


Fm was; j k\L ; "a 
Tour Lordfhips mot Faithfull and 

Obedient Servant. 
London, June ſt, 
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1 I I'M, 5. 22. 
Lay bands ſuddenly on no man. 


\HESE: words, are Part of the 

| + Charge given by St. Paul tor Th 
4 mothy , whom he had intruſted 
with.che Care of the Churches of 
- tlie - Proconſular. Afia, when: he departed \ from 
thence into Macedonia. For, alchough St. Paul , rw 1. 
ſaith, be beſought Timothy to abide ftill at E- 
ſus ; yet we are not to ſuppoſe, chat his 
Care cxtended-no farther, than to the Church © * 
in that City; ſeeing, by 'mcans of''St. Paul's 
Preaching there, St.» Luke: afhrms, That all av 1s. in/ 
+ they which divelt in Aſia heard the: word of \the _ 

Lord Jeſus, both: Jews and Greeks 5\\'Whichy can :\ 
neither\ be undcritood Y'E " | 
of the | greater,; or leſſer SD Nh ad 
Afia ; but of that A/ra, 
which lay about: Epbe-r! 99" 


raw 

Jas, and: W BEE 2 nin Gehry 
was the (4) chick Mc- 
-Aropolitan; City:, the... 
wnct B (b) Roman 


T 2 
(b) woe Proconful 
R ce there, and 
holding thoſe Solemn 
Courts , to which the Inhabitants of 
that Province were _ to reſort. But 
£72 Ex©> withall, this was the ( c ) Principal City in the 
46.03, Common Aſembly of Aſia, (4 ) a Place of great 
WS Trading, the Seat of the moſt Magnificent 
24465, Temple of Diana ,. ( e ) where theCitizens of 
(fn vs. Hamer to Worſhip z on! all which Ac- 
7-3» colunts, there was a great Concourſe of Pco- 
ple .thithcr ' from the parts thereabours. Ir is 
no. wonder therefore St. Paut ſhould fix his 


(> 4. 1, abode1ſo long in this City (f) for about the 
_”- niet ger pak | yer a long time 
hum, conſidering the quickneſs of his Pro- 


I oonigtongs ( g) ſome allowing no 
"2. time to'his firſt Peregrination, ( (b) ©- 
(4,u; thers not fo much) wherein he and Barnebas 
54% planted Churches in {#) Selexcia, Cyprus, Pt 
Cone. roms fidia,) Pamiphylia and Lycaonia, (k,) and ordai- 
fs 4p. ned Elders in every Chunth- with Fa and 
4+ 45. , 1 rajer - from whence 1t 1s very rcaſo to 


BY ag fer yp ig 

+: > 2. (x5) Thar this Church at Epheſus was'cer- 

ELIN taily beyond the compaſs of/ a particular 
C onpn, ; orclſc St. Paul had very little 


Lt... th. Mth. Moo th. 2th. Md 


[3] 
he ſo ({) particularly mentions in the ſolemn 

have br: cook of the Rkber of the Chred 22h | 
| for to Miletus. And St. Luke | 
g Jews and Greeks dwelling in E- "2 
aith, (m) That fear fell on them all, 
and the Name of the Lord Jeſus was magnified. 11 
So nightly grew the Word of God, and prevai- T 


— — — _— 


led. St. Paul hi takes notice , 
(n) that at Epheſus a greet and effeflual Door , . co... 
was open'd unto him. What, for one ſingle 16.8, 9. | 


tional C harch to be formed, in ſo | 
a City ,- with all the ſucceſs St. Paul in 
his Treachng there ; when, in far lels time , 
he planted ſo. many Churches un other Pla- 
a. 4 | 
( 2.) That the Extent of $&. Pauf?'s Care * 
did reach beyond the Bounds of the Ciry : « of 
© being very fon obable, that thoſe of | 
ſhould 1o Jong St. Paul Preach at Ephe- ] 
ſus, and yer no Churches be founded, by his | 
means, in any of the neighbour Cines. 
But withall, it ſeeras probable to me, that 
the Elders of thoſe Churches were not as yet 
removed from Epheſus, where St. Paul ordas 
ned them, with a defign to fix chem in their 
ſeveral Stations; For « is obſervable, that 
(o) Se. Paul feut to Epheſus for the Elders Of (4) Avia. 
the Church to come to Mileres; whereas, if they 7 
had becn difperſ os would haye — 
| 2 


[+] 
+, . their ſevetal. Places of abode; and: yet when 
they came: to» Milerus from Epheſus (which 


" 


12h : were nor far dif- 

BALL ted F ſtant, (p) he dif 

. . courſcs 'to them 
| « . of InsAfﬀanrs from 
; make-it 1 % 18: 2he:time of- hjs com- 

wo Rr ow  »oing antoiAfia; af- 
I ter what "manner 

al diam, Boe gle ' he had been with 

ein no jb, them at all Seaſons, 

s Ow «_ -29 and. bad' kept bath 

be tom Mile nothing profitable 

Rs Rae for them ; but had 


Sir G. Wheler. Jhewed them, 'and 
wand pen w | taught them. pub- 
larſchid.  Arriap « ac lick, and from 
nt for From Tphts, * houſe to houſe, 
BEA 4; 7 Which being (po- 


the Paſtoral Charge ,- beſides” his Teſti- 

21- fying both tothe Fews and to the Greeks Repen- 
tance towards God, and Faith toward our Lord 

Feſus Chriſt, And, to theſe Elders, he not 

onely, commits the Church of. Epheſus., but 

. 3% all: the Flock over which the' Holy Ghoſt. had 
' made them overſeers , 1. c. all: that had been 
converted in Afia, through his' means, du- 
117111 ring 


(3) 


aut, as though he ſummon'd them from the 
Neighbour Cities as well as |E; 
was. i fo great hafte, that he would not fb 
much as go-to Epheſus, nor fend any whe 
ther but to that City 3and yct thoſe to whom 
he: committed! the whole. Flock then 110 Hſea,, 
came from Epheſus to \Milerzs; which makes 
ie probable, tha there” Se.. Paul had. raifed' a 


Nurſery tor the- Churches thereabout ; as/( 11) (7) &m- 


Clemens obſerves the" Apoltles were: want to 
doc in Fruttfult Soils; with a,profpect of ſuch 
Churches as were to: be 'formed. Tar ww 
-«4ko. Now where thele were nor yct ſealed, 
ſuch -Perſons. remained -under the: Apo! 
immediate Care - and - Inſtrudtion , who, by 
their Doctrine and Example, were ſtill pre- 
paring . em: for (ſo | great. a Work. - And 
Clemens takes notice that the Apoſtles were 
wont co pitch upon their Firft- Fruits, or mot 
early Converts; and of thele at Epheſus we 
meet with 7welve Perſons, upon whom Saint 


$- & 14+ 


ring his' abode there. (g) Fenevs underſtands (1) 4 
bur SCP aul v. 16, 


17, 


* Þ 54+ 


Paul , at his firſt coming, aid bis hands, and 42.19. 6.1. 


the Holy Ghoſt came - upon them, and they 
ſpake with Tongues, and Propheſied. And (6 
were qualified, 1n an_cxtraordiuary, manner, 
to be.iTeachers: of others ; and 


in the number of theſe Elders, whom St. Paul 
charges to take heed to themſelves, and to all 


the- 


tbe: 


away by the U 
him there. And uv bus return 
where he abode three Months, he 
Epiſtle to Timothy, then at £ , and ta- 
Ekmg Care of the Chwrches :As hc 

T1. afterwards left Tires in Crete, ro ſet in arder 

h the things ' that were wanting, and"to ardain 

Elders in every City, as be had appointed him. 

To. this purpoſe he direfts this Canonical: E- 

piftle to Timothy, wherein he gives him very 

particular Directions abour the -due Exercilſc 

LO EL Ia 

Wl mana ; A 
cally em theſe on ka « "x 
(1 tr 
vo rhe Dodirne thay was y 
who were to inſtru others; that ahow migh- 
«Tin-13 26 charge ſome, that they teach no other Do- 
Grine. 


( a.) The 


(2. ) The duc Perforinance of the: Pa- 


cations, Prayers, Interce 
be made for all Men , for Kings p22 Haga? 
in Authority, &c. And thus order Timothy was 
to fee obſerved in the Churches under his 


Care. 
(3-) The p roper Qualifications of” the 


IS ane gr ns as the 
tons of it under 7 imothy ; yy en 


miracmmd cranks a. choſe who 
were then m being , or to provide more. 
(4-) The manner of proceeding in Church 
Cenfures againſt Elders and Widows, and open 
Offenders : an Elder receive not an i 
cuſation, but two or three Witneſſes. Them 


be erence yore e was a Righc 
of Judging and Cenfurm ; Ofendrs ne 
mothy, - ns of his 
(5. ) The both = a—_ 
ting Perſons ny Tp Ta 
Qualifications whercot he xp 
fore : And for this be gives a 
to doc in theſe matters by Partia- 
lity; and then mennons the Conlideration 
and Circumſpection im the laying 
on. of Hands ; Lay hands 


that fin rebuke before x that —_—— 


0 n0 man. 


Some: 


lick Offices of mem pins ar z that -, - *_ 


2 Tim. 1. 6. 
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« Tim. 4-14- of hands 15 now 


choughr theſe wordsrihate tothe 
Reconciliation of, Penitents,and not to the 0rdi- 


: « "* "ngtion" \of: the Biſbops and '\Deacons beforc 
"mentioned; becauſe it immediately follows, 


neither be partaker of other mens ſins; but 1 
ſee no Caule to recede' from the Senſe genc- 
rally received, for theſe Reaſons, 

( 1.) Becauſe St. Paul had not mentioned 
laying. on - of hands in relation to Penitents ; 
but Fi had done it in this: Epiftle, with re- 
ſpect to Ordination'; and that in 7imothy's 
own Cafe ; wherein St. Paul as the principal 
Perſon did in an Authoritative manner, /ay 
on his. hands; as himſclf cxpreſles 1c;) in the ſe- 
cond Epiftle; andthe Presbyters affiſted 1n 
laying on their hands, to manifeſt their con- 
currence and Approbation : but the laying on 
| c in theſe Epifiles, appli- 
ed. to the other Senſe 3 / nor 1 any other place 
of Scripture: | 

-'( 2.) It theſe words do not relate to Grdi- 
nation; St. Paul would have: given Timothy no 
particular dire&aan; about that which was 
one main” part of his Ofhce. As it is ex- 
preſſed concermag Titus, That he was 


pointed to ordain Elders. in every City: And 


no. doubt Timothy had: the: ſame [Commiſſhaon, 
which..1s no where untunated bur 1n. theſe 


wore 
( 3.) Sup- 


boJ 


Suppoſing, carry * _ 
ak uſed in 4-5 af LE 
' gives no Rules concerning Cuntiferrions 


of Penitents, as  hovddths ciavengig s 
and Deacons ; and therefore we ng Bis 


cauſe to a it according to the chief in- 
eention and n of this Epiſtle ; bur he 
mp nothin what Penitents were to 


; and after what time, and under 
a ans they were to have hands 
laid on them in token of Reconciliation. And 
CI s no concurrent Evidence of ſuch a 
mo inthe Chriſttan Church. 


—— words arc capable of 
a vly goo enerpatacs acccording to this 
age tr then being partaker of other mens 


Sins, doth imply, that as it is a Fault in choſe 
who rudely , and inconſiderately , without 


do not uſe cheir — m_ Exa- 
mination and Trial of the jg to keep 
them from curing _ it, till arc pre- 


pu aahfh = A 
on ce 0 aying on of 
Ne es ament, 1s for the he ſing 
w—_ diſcharge of a 


Perſons a ge 
'when the Office of earns was 
rſt 


Office. 


Tel. 

. raft fk 1eiftcared, i 15 , They ſet before 
the- Apoſtles, and ae pe had —_ they laid 
their hauds \on them. which is morc 

confidcrable 5; when Barnabas and. Paul, b 
the particular appomtment. of the. Holy Ghob, 

E Particular appom 

AR. 13-2, 3- were tobe. ſeparated unto the Work whereto God 
had called them; ut is ſaid , And when they had 
faſted and prayed, and laid. their, hands on them: , 
they ſent them away. Here it, wasinot for mij- 
Mark 16. rarulous Cares, as the Apoſiles fonetumes uſed 
4. 28.8, It tO Sick Perſons; nor. tor conferring mira- 
an #15 cutous: Gifts of..the Holy Ghoſt, as at other times 
they uſed it 4'{ and probably thus: was the Gift 
2 Tin. 1. 6. of God-which 7imothy had, by laying on of the 
Apoſtles hands ;.) neuher was it a .mcre_ Rite 
|. of BewediAlion, 2s: Zacob laid his hands os the 
Gen. 48: 14-ſons of. Joſeph 3, and our Saviour os the Chil- 
Mark 10. 26. Gen when be bleſſed them; but it. was a ſolemn 
Rite of Dedication of particular P to 
ow when they are ſet apart for: the Exer- 
.cife of a Function which mamcdaately related 
to his 'Service. 1 confeſs, that among the 
Exod. 29. 5, Jews , 1t was not uſed in the Conſecration of 
6 15-1 Priefts ; For, Aaron and tvs ous were to lay 
their hands on the Saerifuces were. offered 
on thar occaſion , and particularly on he 
Ram of —_ as the 0 gy was 
Lev. 8. 14. perform Ing -foms |pericgf the Kate, 
2 and the CA, et the, Wafer = 4 _ 

n 
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hood. of che, Law being a Work of the hands, 
the Ceremony was very fitly applicd to them 
but that of the Goſpel being more intellec- 
tual and ſpiritual , the /aying on of hands on 
the Heads of the Perſons devot.d thereto, 
was more_agrecable to the deſign of it. And 
this was an ancient Cuſtome among the Jews 
in- employments of the higheſt nature. So 


Moſes laid his hands on Foſbua ; and then it is 


faid; (that 'he'was full of the Spirit of Wiſedom | Numb. 7 
from 2 345 


Moſes' bad laid his hands on him: 

AT AITISE=D 
ews, 1N n ation 
Perſons for Sacred Employmencnhet to be 
Rilers or Teachers in ther $ ws. And 
from thence it was nor onely brought into 
the Chriftian Church, but mide uſe of to expreſs 
thar Right and Authority which! Perſons do re 
ceive' together with 'it,, for the Exerciſe and 
- 


Cn ER Ins. ms 
things conſiderable ro be ſpoken to, 


3 g ok Nature of the Ofc to which 
M..s 4 arc - * o 
| ther asonil, lying a 


"4 3\ 


, . 
, 1 &# %* o 


C 2 (1) The 


hands, and his ſons hands. For the_ Prieſt- 26, 27. 28, 


Hier. Cam 


ment.in Epift 
ad Tit. 


F 


fu) 


(11) The Authority here ſuppoſed in 7 
mothy, to admit Perſons to this Office, 
by laying on of hands. + 


(11) The great Care and CircumſpeAion 
neceſlary tor the right performung it ; 
Lay hands ſuddenly on no man. 


( I.) The Nature of the Office ;, which may 
relate both to Biſbops and Dearors before men- 
tion'd ; Bur the principal parts of that Office, 
which is here chiefly meant, are by St. Pau/ 
fad to be theſe twoz Ruling well, and Labour- 


. ing in the Word and Dodkrine. 


+ 1.) Ruling. well, Not, in oppoſition" to 
Timothy , who was to Rule them oo; nor fo 
as to imply, that the entre Power of Govern- 
. yas lodged, 1n a College of Prebyters 
then, as St. Ferowe-a0a ins ton whachad Te 
mothy then to doe m the governing them ? I 
can | 0g any. Argument of Force wi he 
ew 1 eſtamemnt, $0 fLroVe;: 1CVET NEC hri- 
flian Churches Las ph ors Tole Govern- 
mcnt p nrenye | For what St. 4 you al- 
no.MEAns Prove It: nt 

F Doves" 7 V4 the Name 1 Biſhd j-3* 
byter were at that time common t0 the ſame Per- 
ſons ; But what then? Suppoſe the a 
er 


A111 i. ; 


s- | 
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Elder here in Timothy's Epiſtle were the ſame: 

Doth this prove, that theſe Govern'd the 
Church without 7imothy? The truc Queſtion 
1s not, about the Senſe of Words, but about 
the Authority of theſe Biſbops or Presbyters, 1, c. 
Whecher the whole Care of their Churches 
were commaitted-to thera, without any Supe- 
riour Juriſdiction ? What if ut be yiclded to 
Se. Jerome, That the Biſbops and Deacons at vil. «. 1. 
Philippi were no other than the Presbyters and 
Deacons ; as long as the Apoltle, cicher in Per- 
ſon, or by ſome other a appointed, by humſclt, 
did rule over them ? What, if the Biſbops 
fummon'd to Miletus , were nb other than the 
Paſlaurs and, Teachers 9-Did nor St. Paul + 
ſelf, at that very time; call them. rogerher, and 
giv ye a Charge and Dircftion to chem, \as ons 
who had Authority over them? $o chat. it 
doth no where appear; in Scripture. bo the 
Presbyters were inveſted | n che My ower 
over me C h_ 

But 


could nev 
Sing torn Corman, ha 
be called, Go- 


| 1]. 
very differen ends from what Civil Govern 
dex doth. ' 

- For the Church is a Society 'in/ its Nat 
. rare, Deſign, Duries, Offices, Cenſures , 
really diſtin&t from any mere Humane In- 
| ſhiturion. And no Chriſtian, who believes 
that the Kingdom of the Meſſias was to be 
an 'external , viſible K! j\ can =— oo 

another Opmion. And a _— 
Ce A en a he 
> as are ſubje&t ro him; "yer 
chat” lars ts which” Chriftian do 
exerciſe over their Subjects, doth not over- 
throw the Rules and Orders which himſelf 


190. 


* trine was not well known, or underſtood in 
© che! Word; : Bur what ocecfiixy;) 1s the 
*,it now, when! all Pcople own the: Prokefſis 
© on. of Chriſtiana thi 


To which LAnGer.., 1... 1 

If Chrift-apponed Preachers 'onely for thi 
Converſion of Infidels, this Argument would 
have great force: Bur 4he/ Apoſtle cells. us; 
That Chriſt hath app 1n- his-Church, 


flours and Teachers ; for the | perſeBinlg of the © 
Saints, and for the edifying of 6 Body-of Chriſt, 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 'of 


not onely- Apoſtles amd Evdiigelifls; but |Pas EpbeL4 m, 


the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect , 15 
Man 


»” 


JH 
He 


1H; 


BEE ny S328; 


= 
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KD © But all rheſe aſide, there remains 
* 4 Grave; Serious, Pious, Aﬀectionate , Con- 
vincing. va of Preaching z which is- pror 
far the fame-cnds for 
which the holy Scriprure is uſctull,viz. for Doc- 


Righteouſneſs, i. c. for the be purpoſes in the 
World: ind any think ſuch a Work 


wo be now-unneceſflary, as long as Mcn have 
Conſciences to be-:awaken'd , Errours to be 
confured ,/ Vices tobe reform'd , and Rand 
ſo-much in need of good direction in the 
way-to Heaven ? - 

Can' we be employ'd about a better or 
more” uſcfull Work than this? While the 
Souls of thoſe under our Care, are in ſuch 
danger, cither of being overſpread 
with Errours,, or overcome with Temprati- 
ons,- or overſct with Dias, or Over- 
whelmed with Fears? When ſhould the. Pi 
wart a bo weary ger yp 
/ bur when the. Sca is rough, and 
eather Ten ous , had yr or 
one tide, and Rocks on the other, 
Al doaribwp Wartks beforc them ;; and 'the 
common” Mariners \arc bold and unskilful, 
unable oO and impaucnc! of.. being 
govern ? ade den co Gp Them ane 
CET ans. | 


trine, for Repweg jor Correction, for Inflruction in 2 Tim. 3.16, 


known;-and the * ; on ben dicarerd 
ro them? 

Ir 1s yery. trac, that x way to Fong is 
not now hard t@ find; but'it.1s no calie:mat- 
ter to bring Meryto look 1n-carneft after it-, 
of to keep 4410-4. . And here hics che main 


of our Work of P ; We are not to 
teach Men new-Dotrines, bur t6 Clear, De- 

fend, and Apply the»old, ro-th- Contemcn 

of Men. It is very calic to' ſhoot! byer the 

Peoples heads, bar ro ſpend an hour. to, lit- 

tle or no purpoſe; bur it requires all our 

Skill ro Preach olainly without ;flarnels ;'and 

to ſer the Matters of Religion, iniche-bel 

—_—_ and to recommend thim to the Minds 

People, with the greateſt force of Perſua- 

| Non. t bad band atees 0 eritic away, the - 

rime,' but it is not ſo to ſpeak Suitably, 

Warmly and Eficctually ro 'the» Hearts, of 

our | Hearers 3 to make them rid the: fame 

effect of our Preaching, which chelewo Dif 

ciples 'did, when Chritt unknown! was (dif 

coutfing with them; hex nbty. ſaid-:t0 one 

Luk. 24.38 270dber', Did not our hearts. burm within ud white 

be talkid with 45, and; w/nte be opert d 10 a6 the 

| Solipewes # i That'as' __ xhe:bft way, of 


Preachi g 
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Pmactang, 'which hath -Light"and Heat to- 
z/Which clcars che to the 
Capatinies, and warms their ARe- 
t1ONs tO" al things And ic 'is hardly 
ible ro-muſtake, as to the beſt Method of 
ching, :if Men do but judge aright con- 
cerning, we End'ahd Deb of it: 'For there 
muſbbe Strength and Clearnefs to tonvince ; 
and. a-cloſe. Application 'to 'Mens Co:\ſcien- 
ces, - ro Excite and Perſuade them 0 the 
Practice \obt thoſe thi ge which _ can hard- 
ty-be\tgnorane of, a backward 
co-doc.-- And therefore ela muſt the cluef 
Work and Bulinefs of our Preachm | 
\-Which-none- ought to ninderyalue or-be 
alham'd of, who do in carneſt believe God 
and another World ; none ought to neg- 
lect ; whole - peculiar Office #5. => IC 
s to take Care of Mens Souls ; 
will be icarcleſs/'in x, who have a 


faith St. Paut to 7 imothy, ſpeaking of Ins dili- 
gence mw his Function, 7hox ſhalt both fave 
thy ſelj and them that heer thee; as though a 
Man's own Salvation, and that'of his Hear- 
ers, went together. That. is indeed the' moſt 
dcfizable thing in the World to be che Inftru- 


their own or others Souls. For in doamg _ 1 Tim. 4-16. 


mengs-of carrying Souls'to Hcaver!'z' for they ow. 1. y 


who convert many 10 righteouſneſs, Jball- ſhine as 
the 


Ia. 45. 4+ 


being i 


© Commiſſion given to him, as an & 
< by St. Paul: But what is this © the Rang: 


ws ale vhs ok never man 
ual to. many; ( What then may 
expect ! ) Bue this js out Duty, and the 
likely way of doing good to:Souls, as ap» 
pears by. our Saviour's own Practice ; ne 
we do , not mect wich fucees ro our defies 
let us not give, oyer doing our 
ſay, We Are ln in Yin, nd. Jer 
ſtrength for - nought ani in vain; for 
judgment is with the Lord, and our _ gen? 
our God, as the, Prophet. ſpeaks4, and if owe 
fajl of a Recompenee in this Wor el 
not 1n 


W And fo perm rom he News ofthe 
e, to.t uy'0 
words 1mplying it to belong 06 uo 
en particularly co hun, £9 NS 
ſuddenly on no man. For alt he *often 
ſpcaks of che Biſbops and Elders ez yet 
he gives no*charge about 0rdination, bur onc- 
ly to Timothy. 

* True, ſome ſay, in this particular Caſe, 
* but this was by virtue of an yoga 


EY 2X | 
[a4] 
* ing Rule: and':Pratice of the Church 'in © 
< \ges? which .is not to be go- 
*yern'd 'by. P recedents , unleſs the Suc- +1 
*-ccflion 12. the ſame Office, be made appear 
43n the following Biſhops. of the ſeveral 
* Churches. x \\ anc | 
+ Tha , oY « i C @ | 
To make this Matter as clear as I can- 
[ſhall recommend. heſe- things to- 
conſideration. 1. 


(L Confid.) That from-hence appears evis 
dently, That.the Apoftolical Power of Governing 
Churches, and Ordaining Elders-in ther, was 
not limited to the Perſons/of-the- Apoſtles, bur 
was capable of b:ing communicated to o- 
thers whom che- Apoſtle entruſted. with it. 
And:this is\a very material Point, .to Prove, 
that this Power was. not ſo peguliar to the 
Apoſtles, but = _ be tranſmitted to o- 
thers and ;therefore might. be continued 
in the Church. | | 

But the great Objection. againſt. 7imothy's 
being :a Partern far Epiſcopal Pomery 15 thus ; 
* That it. appears by Scripture, he was ſent up - 
* and down ;to ſevcral ;Places, as St. Paw 
Wo chought fitzc For he took hugs into his at- 


* tendance' as (a) Lyſra 3 from whence: he.) 16.15. 


gh (6). Phrygta, Ga- 


ko. latia » 


* accompanicd him 


y 7 wal 


[w) 

4 is deſi Matedonia,(ande)i.there from 
* pj 20 PhefatorticaantBeregy). And/whent 

(4) v.15 %xent to' Mhehrs, the ©)" r 
* hin, and' fenc hitm/ from rHience 'buck*r6 
(4) 1 The Theſſalonicas and he'returned from '&) Mz- 
(N a8 48. © cedonia to him (7) at Corinth. From thehce 
(4) 5, © St. Paul went unto (g" Syria, and foto (b) E- 
(6) 's* pheſus ; "and chere agairy he ſeiir Timdthy in- 
(i) AR. 5 *r0 (i) Matdddhid with Rraftus 3 4 whither Nd 
| (6 ** Paul went afterwards: himſelf. :And upon 
: © his return to Milerus, he ſpeaks to the E/- 
* ders, and tior-to Timothy', as their" Biſbop. 


Mn md \fay; 56 Pad cook him 
*to-7 0 On 
* by the piles Wriren from thenee. 


Fronv- this Series of the Sto 
clude Timotby to have: becn Se 
Aft, and:n0's fue Bybop. 908 


To which. 1 Anbwer:; - That the fr 
removes of Timothy, before this E£pifile to 
him at Epheſus, arc not material w thus pur- 
poſe. -+ But it is yery material to' confider , 
what Power of Government Sc. Paul then 
committed to - him. | Which 4s a - certain 
Proof, thar fuch a) Power 'was' not fo-pecu- 


Jar co-the vertue of their ummc- 
diate rae als by" yah 


from Chrilt, wy, = 


be delegated:49 ochers-4r) gheir ſtead. F Whe- 
ther for a r- or ſhorter time, whether 
while the Apoltles went up and down , or 


near ther/Deccaſe; makes no-differcncc; as to. . 


the Pomrof\ Delegation. + And if x be gran- 
ted,'thac ſuch an Apoſtolical Power of Go- 
verning Churches nught | be committed to 
otticts.:-and was actually fo by the - Apoſtles ; 
then Hhereris no; more to; bo done, but to cn-! 
quires whether upon thar Remove, or Dc- 
parture, they did entruſt any Pcrſons in ſuch 
4 manner, as1t, ts cercain tran >criprure Saint 
Paul. did : 4 imathy,as to thi: ches of; Aſia; 
when he went into Macedonia. 

Some think, that St. Paw's leaving 7 imothy 
at Epheſus, was upon his return our of Ma- 


cedonia, when he was going.up to Jeruſalem, 


knowing that they ſhould ſee his face no more ; 
and that while he ftaid for him-at Treas, he 


fence this Epifile-to him... Bu Se, Pat's words - 


are too plain to be avoided, that he lcft hum 
at Epbeſus , Thogdbuwy | 'is, MaxeFories , which 
can never be interpreted retwraing from Mz- 
redonis. And there was as much 'nced of one 
to look akier the Churches of Afia , when 
St; Paul was then ablene.m Macedon, as 


when he went to Feruſalem : and fo (/) Theo (1) Thews 
doret; undcritands it. {Bt if Timaathy WCIc i 
then with: St, Howl ," as appears, by his, being © 


at. 


int Fw 


(+) 45 at we; Ts went 
" ” Miletus; tha = 
_ cid not addreſs b himſelf peo 
. Elders which tame from E 
p_ in mind of their Duty es 4 Hpove 
had done Timothy by an Epiſtle not 
before direRted to him. 

Whoſe Office 'was no more ' ſuperſeded 
by- this Charge given to'them ; than's Pro- 
conſuls was by the Senats I nſtructions to his 
Legats, when -hmfelf was preſent. 

1 it 'were cvidently proved, that St. Paul 
then carried away Timithy with him to oy” 
ſalem, and ſo to Rome, there would be 
pores _ --u- But how has 

wr rt For when 
S MN ard er the cmple , the Jews 
' hid Hokd on him, becauſe they 7, poſts 
Eagan (yy) he had brought 4 wr the 
an with him ito'the Temple, whom they 
had ſeen ſomuch with him in the City. How 
came Timothy riot to be as much taken notice 
of, if he were there ? For, he being diſco- 
vered by the-Fews of Afia, there was far 
greater Reaſon for them -to have raiſed a 
Tux about 7 imothy than, about Trophi- 


(0) Ahn "Aer %his: we'find (6) Se Paul kept two 
years in Priſon, andinot a word/of Timothy ; 


— whom 


[33] 
whom we- may juſtly ſuppoſe exetciſ 
Charge all that cine us Epheſus. ecing hi 
Paul was carried | to-Rome; we: findi'not Timo- 
thy in his Company z no' mention being made 
ot him till he Wrote -the + Epiftles ro. the 
(p) Philippians and ( q Coloſſians, and thet (+) Phil «. 
Timothy was with: him. | For Se:Pau had ſeri ( 4) Colo. 
for him from Epheſus in his Sevoind (x) B crys ins 
Pipe where, in all probabilioy; the! remained 
vill thar time. Duting his ſtay at Rome choſe 

Epiſtles were Wricten, as likewiſe that\to Phi- 
lenion, and to the Hebrews + m which it is ſaid, 
< That he had-been Impriſen'd, and. was then ( () 13, 
at Liberty; and intended ſhortly roreturn' into 
the Eaſtern Parts. From henceforwards we | 
read nothing of Timothy in Scripture:, But (7) Co) Mer-® 
St. Jerome humnſclt makes him Biſbop: of the 
Epheſians, and fo doth ( « ) Exſebiusy (x) Fheos (x) Bak Luſehs 
doret calls: him., The Apoſtle of. thoſe in _—_— 
and'8y1( y) Chryſoftome faich, The whole 200 1221 


pls of Aſia were committed to his Char 
of this' Proconſular Aſia, 'which lay a Joris 


pheſus. a i th 297 


And now kt-any reaſonable Man conſider, 
whether there: be not ſufficient: Proof; that 
the ApoſtolicalPower of mg/Chucches 
was{communicated to others 'the' 4 
poſtles + themſelyes 5 and conſequently rhere 

| | E might 


f 06) 
aight” be. a Succedion in that Power ,- in as 
many as the thought fic. 

£) was. It is ſome (2) That there were 
p45. $9. 81, Secondary Apoſttes, fuch as beſides Timothy and 
Titus, Linus, Clemens and Epaphroditus are ſaid 
to have been; but theſe are called Itinerant 
Preachers , and not foxad Biſbops. But the 

() Theo ſame Perſons obſcrve from! (a) Theodoret , 

conv, not -ondy» that theſe were called Biſbops af- 

«d Timorh. renter, 5 but that the Reaſon why St. Paul 

Wrote Epiſtles to ſome, and- not to others, was , 

becauſe ſome he took with him, and others he en- 

trafled with the Government of Churches. Ex 
owing harps, which can hardly agree to 

Itinerazt Preachers. 

EE dro eons les were 

ae y Chrifl 

what then > Would the 

Fruaſt, and commit part chat 

cthers, wirch was” cntruſted pncly coin: 


of Chrift appropriated to the 
| Apoſtles, they could not commit it to others 
without beweh of Truſt. .znd if it were 
A eras 
nicated to as man the Apoltlcs 

( as 1. fad before ) we 


ard; | 
, 
, . . 


reat Antiq 


(II Conf) Thite can be no ſtronger Proof 


of ſuch a matrer' of FaRt,. than the general 
ſenſe of the Chriftian Church in the Ages next 


Tuccerding the Apoſtles. 


Now, as to the finding out the gene- 
ral ſenſe of the ch24, , 2s to this 


{ 1.) Ie is nor necelfary 
Seriprure , that the 
fame method in all ches.; which we 
ang » as (9. the C wig of . Epheſus and Crete. 
For we have no ſuc ICUar AGCOUNT, 
20+ the other Churches; but we arc cert 

8 S& P. 


Co 


- 


x9 rk Ip theraſelyes., , 

2.) I 1s 7 | necotay co; prove, 
that, all tbe B Biſhops SNL 
had chis Apoſtolical Power ; for the contra 
appears in the, Biſbops under Timothy, and 7. 
tws.: and. therefore, the ; Succeſſion, 1s not.to 
be drawn, from the Biſhops mcationed in the 
Epiſtles o.them., but from themlelycs; che 
want of conſidering this one Point , hath 


Iexity, 1n the Co oycrlic 
Toe wana any one hog be- 


TT bag 


fon in this olical Power be made: c pt 


clear 1n. hurches ; Ln the ark , 
the Church may be more doy te 


fective -&. _—_ Churches wo are not in 


others. yet; there are theſe ways to 
out 5-0 cneral Senſe of ghe Chriſtian 
Church, as tot point. » 


t_ the Evi of the $ 
ah in. 'moſt gy bolt Churches, "4 
pt by undou oubred Teſtumomies. 


* 


Kul! a RF ho ſeemet ohſtdoibs 
ul ABOl Surceſſion, Jo Fd the gr 


neral 


wo It fl neceſlary that. the, Succeſ- 


_ 


| wo | 230] 
are! Cones of the Church in the Prat 


of it. 


(4; ):As tothe undoubted Teſtimonies of 
this” Succeſſion in the ' moſt conſpicuous 
Churches; 1 ſhall - firſt a cal. tO - renews 
and. 7ertullign , as: Ieaſt liable to Exception. 
The former not .onely hentions a Srcceſſion 
of  Perſans. to: the Apoſtles : bur he ach , 
(*)Tbe Apofiles commit», ..\\.. 
4eil the, Care of the Chur- ab 
bes) ta;them ;- and. left i 
them 30: futceed in their E954 
Places: :. Which amplics, 
that. as the Apoſtles themſelves had the Care 
of the Churctt, ſo they, committed it-to the 
Biſbops ,. whom they- In&40 ſuccced them. 
Tertulian not onely mentions thoſe in genc- 
ral who ſucceeded the Apoſtles, bur particular- 
ly inſtancerh in Palycarp , placed by Str. John 
a Yoo and Co, 
eter-at Rome; (+). Proinde wigus & caters « 
adds; ( + )-That the 7 6s rae; bn Ton I 
arper Churches bad Bilbops/.. NRn 243 1 
wok in thetn like 0 theſe: | 
Soithat what Authority Polxerp had ar Smyr- 
#4, or Clemens at Rome , that Tertullian at 
rms, the Biſbops had. in other, Churches. Now 
rivewed faith, That C lemens had Eien 


” +0 | 

alminiflrnilz Ecckeſie; 6 the Epiſcopal. Pow- 

er of governing the Church which the s 

chryl. T6. 5 deltwered to them. And St. Chryſoftome faith of 
"ou Ipnativs,' That be Received the Government of 
that Church from the” Apoſtles own hands. And 

the” Commentatowr on the ulypſe', under 

St. Ambroſe's Name , calls: the Angels of the 

Seven Churches,” The Governows of thoſe Chur- 

ches.' Fromyall' which,- we tay jattey infer”, 

That this Szccefſion was- not in mere Prefiden- 

cy of Order, bu that the Biſhops ſucceeded 

the "Apoſtles. in” the | Grvertmenr” over! choſe 
Churches. But as Theodoret wall obſerves; The 

Theod. «f Name of Apoſtles was not continaed, out of -Re- 
| ” erence 10 the Apoſtles ; but rhe Name of Biſhops 
was ' then  uppropreated' to the Sutcefſears of the 
Ts mater gem Onatme of; 

. 10N 
Confuhon'1in this Comoverſie But that the 


tn als nf Erage Bþ 8g. od Maree. "10 Apofiles, we have the 


Aug in i Eph. 4 71. & Conſent of the 
"7 I | wcree (*) Fathers /who 
were the moſt comperent Wirnefles in this 

Caſe; which is an Argument, they believed 

the Apoftolical Power, with reſpec to the Go- 
vertiment of Charches, did not expite with 

the Apoftles, bur was to continue} as long as 

Chriſt had promiſed to be with ther, 7. e, 

t 28.20. 70 the end of the World. (2.) That 


full about the Origmat of of Ep; Opary , 
yicld the _— £59 08 in 
. the Praftice of it. — Ancients 
muſt be.allowed to haye had fngelar Fancies 
= Opinions of their own, 9: ens whcher 
And the not yielding this, hach*becn anScher 
great Advantage to the Enemics of Epiſco- 


C 
* Gur, a5 co chk anon. ahe Fhaten Fathers ,. 
W ve advanced fin 
he Jo Genaen o Cordes, 1 dei pores 
be obſerved. 

(3) 1 hat is 15 89, wonder there ſhould 
be different Opinions about che Beginnings 


of things, which are generally very obſcure ; 
dns bn $9 
diftcrent Hyput them. As about 


the Original Ciyi Goycram&t ; ſome 
founding « in Dominion and Property ; 0- 
thers on Grotint -N. 6he Pcople ; jar car in 4 
Natural Righe VELcIgnty » W one 
cs, and the reſt with ; others in 
cniture, and laſtly, others moſt rea- 
- Fr. Diving Providence and. Inſticucs 
on. Whilſt theſe chings lic oncly in Spect- 
lation , a difference. of Opinions 1s hard to- 
' be prevented, and of no ſuch ill conſequence 
0-the World: ue 3 Aden nous OO 
. culations,, 


Sub Nomi- 
ne Anſbrol. 


[3+] 
cilations, draw ſuch Thferthees as 'tend to 
diftarb'the Peace of che'World; and-to wi he 
draw-Men from Ovedience wo Government; 
then ſuch Opmiors- ate to be Tooked on 'as 
Dangerous" and 'Seditieas” and care muſt be 
rakcy/ to- prevent their ſpreading; © So here , 
ibout-the Riſe of | Epiſcope! Government, if the 
Queſtion: were onely a 'matter'6f 'Curiofiry ;' 
Whether the Apoſiles did firſt try the Experiment 
of Prisbyters giverning tn common, and upon the 
inconventencies of - that Government ſet up Bi- 
ſhops, as 'Sr. Ferome ſeerns to- think'; or, Whe- 
ther there were at firſt" a'Sttceſſidn' tit 'Comrſe , 
as/anorher of the' Ancients imagin'd , ti the 
inconveniencies of that maite 4 Choice neteſ/a- 


 a:+<E7y 7 If i went no farther than bate Specals- 


tions\; though theſe /Opinions' may be both 
falſe, yer theyiare-not dangerous +> But when 
atny Kom nce infer, the Epiſcopal Govern- 
mene'to be an Uſurpation, and that Mer arc 
bound to reſtore the Right of Presbyters 1n 
oppoſition ro them, norwithſtatiding} the' U- 
myvcrſal Confent of the Church; trotm'che 
Apoſtles times; then ſuch Opinions change 
js ps , and become miſchievous mn 
their Conſequences. [13 4! TH ki 

2 (2.) It sa/great Argument againſt theſe 
yo hy 2m that they contradift each 
other ; and therefote the General Senſe of the 


. Church 


i C33) 
Conte in-Se prafteOeſhee! yaoi: For 
St. Jerome affirms, That from 

in the Church: of 

ways choſe one of their Body, whom 
their Biſbop : So that no ſuch thing cver 
be there, as @ Succeſſion in Courſe, 

WEE | _—— 

reat Advantage of Monarchy, that it 

General Conſent of Mankind in the Eldeſ 

mis end. thee thoGs whe wanki omg Po- 

Government, differ ſo much in ws Firſt 

rinciples and Fundamentals of it ; So it is , 

as to the Government of the Church by Bi- 

that even theſe _—_— abour the 


Firſt Form, - yet a carly Change , 


and the Uniycrſal 
( 3. ) 1f St. Ferome be underſtood of the 


ſetting up Epilcopacy in the Apoftolical Chur- 
cher, Sher the tmes, and a trial-chen 
made of Governing by Presbyters, he can- | 
not be excuſed from contradicting himſelf 
as wal as the xcſt of the Fathers, what- 
Expceriment-'was there of that kind in the 
Church of - Alexandria, if from St. Mark's time, 
the Prexbyters ſet wp one above themſelves,"as an 
Army Smhing clave of .a General; whuch arc 
his own Expreſſions $i Will any:Man bx 
An Army's Goveencd'by a Council of Inferi- 

our Othcers, Rs HAR ——_ ” 
t 


St. Mark's LIIRE, Hiern &- 
the Presbyters ab | 
made 


| ;- 
# appointed Biſbop, and had care of the 
A Where then, according to 


NP. REY 
'A s With In 
40, not preventing. the farſt 
Occa{ion- of Schiſms. » For. PE © thunk,, 

the Presbyters'would have than ves 
hardly deale with,.a0' be: - load Gor 
yernment nil the Experiment = 
the; Confutions: Dy , convinccd them- 

ſdves of the Necefiny: ;/and fo 


made- theni- more willing «& ſubmit» Saine 
Tounk froes co knee hed! he Lanta bind of 


Notion of Church Government , which others 
have of the beginnings of Civil Governmene, 
viz, That ac firſt there was a State of War a- 
mong ' Mankind, and the- qr of 
rH. made men wilkng wih their 
own pa. (gra hea Gs. of ce; fo theſe 
_—_— , fhndwg ſo' much. Diforder and 
on by bang —_ to themaſelycs, were 

far better contentcd to to ſuch Govern- 


—__ bore 


ment Ee nts 
Peace. 


o Goa Purſe For: 
UVniverſelly obtain. For no- 
> 5 ue re eng <a hus In 10- 
decretam eft + He doth not clar- 
he ere mages Bane ldhe.he 
| _ __ Po ea nn a ons 
| Ww vc mcant x (uppo- 

ſes no differcnce,-or 100 about it = 

2 


thou ar in full ey ood | 
not to: be'zmagin ſo univerſal- 
ly part with-it, without being obliged chere- 
ro, by thoſe who had Authority oyer them, 
but this St. Ferome leaves to be gather'd by 
LE) ſuppoſes this A 

( 6.) St. Jerome never ſu 1s Altera- 
tion to have been made againſt any Inſtiru- 
tion of Chriſt. All that he faith, is, 7hat 
there was a time when the Presbyters were left 
ro themſelves, and ſo did Govern the Church by 
common Conſent. And at that time the Apoſiles 


Writing to them ſuppoſe a Biſhop and Presbyter 
ths bes but he never faith thar Chriſt had 
appointed, that none ſhould be fet over them. 

or then there. could be no Alkeration with- 


( 37] 
the contrary, St. Jerome makes this Govern- 
ment in the very fame Places to bear an A- 
to Aaron and his Sons, and the Levites 
in the Temple, to Moſes and the LXX. Elders 
under the Law : and in other Places out of the 
heart of Diſpute, when the Roman Deacons 
were not in his head, 
he jy the Biſbops the 
Succeſſours of the Apo- 
files. But if they had 
come in' by Uſurpation, 
he would have called 
them the Succeſſours of 
Simon Magus,of Diotrephes, of Caiaphasand ac- 
cording to his warm manner of Expreſſion , 
of Lucifer huamſclf. 

( 7.) St. Jerome concludes this Alteration 
to have been made on ſuch good grounds;that 
all Perſons are bound kh o@ and co 
be ſubject rothe Biſbops as their Spiritual Gover- 
nows :; Nay, he makes 
the Peace and Welfare of _ 2 


the '' Church to depend Nee 
gpon' it. - And g Adonis Fa 
more can be faid in that i a 


Ss 


reſpect for any Govern” | ive fe inf 

ment,”than cycn- St. Je- anvexr-dne pug, 1r"in 
rome /{pcaks tor Epiſce- — ns 

pacy. 


| l "7 
(TV. Confid.) The Univerſal Conſent of the 
Clurchbeig proved, there 1s as great Reaſon 
to belicve;; the Apoſtolical Succeſſion ta be of Di- 
vine Inſtitution, as the Canon of Scripture, or the 


Obſervation -of the Lord's. Day. We do not 
doubt but it: unlawtull co add to , or to 
diminiſh from the Conor of Scriptue ; and 
yer there is-no plain Text for it; with-teſpect 
co all the Books contained in x, and fome of 
the Books were? a Tong time diſputed in ſome 
Churches; but-the C coming, [at -laſt 
to a full Agreement in this matter, duc 
ſcarch and enquiry, hath been t ſuth- 
cient to-bind all aftcr-Ages to make no Alte 


Fath been allowed xs ns 
to 

- onely for following, Ages: to xr ny 
. +bur-co-look on it as at v7 9 amr 
ſtitution. Now i cannot but ſeem unequal 
not to allow the ſame force, where zhers 
| Jour wean been three Orders, 
—_ Inn AS: 


, 


— Yr ww 


lar, well conſtituted Church, are to continue- 
to the World's end. 


HI. The laſt thing to be ſpoken to, is the 
Care and Circumſpetiion neceſſary mn admitting 
Perſons to the Exerciſe of this holy Fun&t:- 
on' here mention'd, Lay hands ſuddenly on no 
man. And that will appear very reafonable 
on theſe accounts, becauſe the Welfare of the 
Church, the Honour of Religion, and the Sal- 
vation of Mens Souls depend ſo much upon 
thoſe who are admitted to holy Orders ; and 
therefore it 1s not onely Negligence and Stu- 
pidity, but Unſaithfulneſ; wk Truft repoſed 
in them , if through their Faule they ſuffer 
unfit Men to take upon them to be the Mi- 
niſters of holy things. 

( 1.) The Welfare of the Charch is fo much 
concerned m it. It is truc, ſome haye _ 
Places, greater Authority, more powerfull In- 
fluence on the State of the Church than ©- 
thers have ; bur yet every Wheel muſt be 
in its duc Order and Motion, or-the whole 


be cafily diſturbed. A loofe, why. mor 
Clergy hare fo great Influence onthe inds 
of Pcople, With reſpe&t to the whole 


Church, that they will never think well of 
that Church where ſuch Perſons arc employ'd. 


Bad;wherc it is more ſuitable to their Intereſt, 

and Prejudices not to doe it. ' 

And we find, by too fad ence, if thoſe 
who are diſafte&ted to our have met 
with unfic Perſons in their Places, very 
obſcure and remote, what perpetual C r 
they make with -it all char Lives after; and 
what Inſinuations are given, that the reſt were 
a we” acre 09 pa 
Ver, as- popular f 
ration. So. that > Scandalous Cl te 
docth ut \ſpcalkablc et, NOT to hy 
own and-others Souls, but to the whole 
CHuned be aig —_— _ | 
many Exam not c ſo muc 
 rothe Benet of a Ck 0s > fow-lou ones 

doc to the Miſchief of it. 


mand it.no more. than! 2 


the Shrines made for aa. 19% 24 
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ite, that elder ſole be in vain in ade 
Lord. _ 


